
Message from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Environmental responsibility has been a major topic in recent months, and as part of 
that conversation, the problem of food waste is a growing concern for elected officials, 
corporate leaders, environmentalists, and the public alike. Some headlines that have 
recently appeared include “Taking a bite out of food waste” and “Reducing food waste. 
Increasing food access.”

Reducing food waste, however, is not the new concept that headlines might make out. 
The idea of gleaning surplus food dates back to biblical times, when farmers would allow 
their poor neighbours - who were without land - to pick up grains that had fallen from the 
harvester; to glean means “to gather by patient harvest.”

Edmonton’s Food Bank, officially known as the Edmonton Gleaners Association, is proud 
to be the largest gatherer of salvageable food in Edmonton for almost 40 years. In 2018, 
we gleaned almost two and a half million kilograms of food, worth approximately 
$13,916,000. Imagine if this food had gone to the landfill, and the impact of that loss on 
those who are hungry and on our local environment. Imagine the millions of kilograms 
in 2017. And in 2016. All the way back to 1981.

A wise society uses what it produces, which is why we are so thankful to those that allow 
us to glean this food, rather than disposing of it in the landfill. Our sources of gleaned 
food include:

Damaged yet still edible food from over 200 grocery stores and food suppliers.

Surplus fruit and vegetables from community gardens, and unsold food at 
some of Edmonton’s farmers markets.

Surplus food from industrial kitchens like those at Rogers Place or the 
Edmonton Convention Centre as part of our Second Helping Program.

General donations from food distributors and manufacturers.

We believe that the vulnerable citizens of our community should have access to quality, 
safe food and we work with Alberta Health Services to ensure their high standards are met. 
We believe that surplus food should not be discarded, but redistributed. And we believe 
that with the help of Edmontonians and Edmonton businesses, we can divert tonnes more 
edible food from the landfill to help those in need.

Thank you for your interest and support of our work.

Marjorie Bencz, CM 
Executive Director
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  edmontonsfoodbank.com

Summer Gleanings 2019

“On behalf of the families that we work with at Hope Mission, we would like to 
thank Edmonton’s Food Bank for generously supporting our programs with food. 
We can attest to the smiles on the faces of kids at our Tegler Youth Centre and 
Brightwood Ranch every time we gave them a food pack. Thank you for the fruit, 
granola bars, and oatmeal that ensured the kids could start their day with a 
healthy breakfast.”

                                    - Antonia DeBoer, Hope Mission Programs Manager

FOOD GLEANED BY EDMONTON’S FOOD BANK



“I was very hesitant at first to go to 
Edmonton’s Food Bank because I thought 

there was more deserving people than 
myself, but eventually I realized it was for 
me. Usually by the end of the month I’m 

out of money and out of groceries, and just 
being with the people here has really helped 
me, they’re very encouraging, they’re very 
nice. To the donors, thank you very much, 
I would not be able to get through the 

month without your assistance.”

                       – Cheryl Lewis

A Story of Thanks YOUR LEGACY GIFT WILL MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

CREATE AN ENDOWMENT  |  LEAVE A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
NAME EDMONTON’S FOOD BANK AS A BENEFICIARY

For information about planning your legacy,  
please contact Tamisan at 780 425 2133 ext 232.

edmontonsfoodbank.com

GIVING TO EDMONTON’S FOOD BANK IS EASY
PLANT A ROW, GROW A ROW, SHARE A ROW
August 28 and September 25  | 4:00 PM to 7:30 PM 

South West Edmonton Farmers’ Market (2051 Leger Rd NW)
If you have a bountiful harvest from your garden  

this season we will gladly accept donations of fresh 
vegetables (everything from artichokes to zucchini!)  

at the South West Farmers Market.

EDMONTON FOOD DRIVE - CITY WIDE
September 28  | Before 10:00 AM

If you receive a donation bag at your house, simply put a 
non-perishable food donation in the bag and leave it by 

your front door for dedicated LDS volunteers to pick-up.

DONATIONS 
Maximizing your impact. 

Your non-perishable food donations can be left at  
any City of Edmonton Fire Station, major grocery  
store or directly at our warehouse (11508-120 St),  

Monday-Saturday, 8:30am - 4:30pm.
If organizing a food drive, please consider delivering 

the donations directly to our warehouse. If a pick-up is 
required, please allow for a three-business-day window.

PUROLATOR TACKLE HUNGER FOOTBALL GAME
August 9  |   Kickoff 8:00 PM 

Commonwealth Stadium  |   esks.com
Bring non-perishable food or a cash donation to  

help us Tackle Hunger during the Edmonton  
Eskimos vs Ottawa Redblacks game!

EDMONTON HERITAGE FESTIVAL  
PRESENTED BY SERVUS CREDIT UNION

August 3, 4, & 5 
Hawrelak Park  |   heritagefest.ca

Bring non-perishable food or a cash donation when you 
come to the Heritage Festival to help us restock our shelves 
this summer! Don’t forget to leave any unused food tickets, 

as each one represents a donation too!

VOLUNTEERING 
Volunteer opportunities year round. 

Volunteers collect food and monetary donations at 
community events; build hampers; sort and repack food; 

drive and swamp on our trucks; and take calls from 
people in need of food. Volunteers are our ambassadors 

helping to engage the community. To volunteer, please visit 
edmontonsfoodbank.com or call Virginia at 780.425.2133.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!

Thanks to Telus, The Stollery Charitable  
Foundation, and Lift Interactive, we were  

able to revamp our website!

- Mobile-friendly
- Easy to navigate

- Clean, sleek, & awesome!

Learn about our work and our history,  
find new ways to donate easily, and keep  

up with our events in the community.

www.edmontonsfoodbank.com


